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Dear Bell,

Thank you for your joint letter of 22 October to the Prime Minister, about the
death of Belly Mujinga. Your letter has been transferred to this Department
and | am replying on his behalf.

| appreciate you taking the time to write to me with your and colleagues’
concerns about the tragic death of Mrs Mujinga. My deepest sympathies and
thoughts are with Mrs Mujinga’s family, friends and all those who have been
affected by her death, at this difficult time. We owe a debt of deep gratitude to
all those transport workers who have kept the country moving during this
pandemic. Every single life lost in our transport family is a tragedy. Our
deepest sympathies and thoughts are with the family, friends and colleagues
of Mrs Mujinga - and indeed all those affected by her death.

Regarding the question of investigating the circumstances surrounding Mrs
Mujinga’s tragic death, the North London Senior Coroner is currently making
preliminary enquiries to establish if he has a duty to investigate under section
1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 20009.

In these circumstances, | consider that the best way forward is to await the
Coroner’s decision. Whilst it is vital we allow the space for these enquiries to
take place, | want to reassure you and all those affected by the loss of Mrs
Mujinga that my Department and | will continue to support the safety of all
frontline transport workers, which remains a key concern for the Department.

My thoughts are with Mrs Mujinga’s husband and family and | look forward to
hearing the Senior Coroner’s decision in the first instance.



| am copying this letter to the co-signatories of your letter.

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP

Yours ever,
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